Melbourne Fringe respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners of
the land on which we live, work, play and hold our Festival and events.
We acknowledge that the oldest living culture in the world has been kept alive by a rich and
continuing history of storytelling, music, dance, art and language.

melbournefringe.com.au

We pay our respects to the people of the Kulin Nations and all Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Island Elders past and present, who maintain an enduring spiritual and cultural connection
to the land. Sovereignty was never ceded.
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Danny Pearson MP

Sally Capp

Minister for Creative Industries

Lord Mayor, City of Melbourne

Melbourne Fringe Festival is back with a program that embodies
Victoria’s reputation as the creative state. Melbourne Fringe is
more than an 18-day event, it is a year-round creative powerhouse.

Melbourne Fringe is back this Spring giving people another
reason to rediscover the city because this is a festival with
events and activities everywhere.

Whether it is presenting events at the new Fringe Common Rooms
venue, or supporting thousands of artists to make and present
their work at the Festival, Fringe is committed to providing a
platform for our most exciting creative minds.

Fringe takes place in theatres and galleries, but also in living
rooms, in alleyways, in bookshops and libraries, in restaurants
and cafes and online.

In addition to being a long-term supporter of Fringe, this year
the Victorian Government was proud to invest $1 million in a
new artist commissioning fund, which will support Victorian
independent artists to create new works that will go on to
feature at the Melbourne Fringe Festival.
As the creative sector recovers and reactivates, we are proud
that this fund will provide job opportunities for the local creative
community. I look forward to the incredible work that results.
But for now, there is much to look forward to in this incredible
program. Congratulations to the Fringe team and all participating
artists. Enjoy the festival!

It’s Victoria’s largest platform for independent arts and has
delighted and surprised audiences for the past 38 years.
Each year the Festival transforms Melbourne with more than 400
events by more than 3000 artists across hundreds of venues.
At the heart of all the action is the Festival Hub in the cultural
heart of Lygon Street, featuring plenty of events that will spark
conversation and new ideas.
As one of the world’s great creative cities, the City of Melbourne
is delighted to support Melbourne Fringe through our Arts and
Creative Investment Partnership Program.
Congratulations to the Fringe team and the wonderful
performers and artists on what has all the hallmarks of being
another marvellous program.
We can’t wait to welcome you back to the city for the Melbourne
Fringe Festival.

Cover image by Giulia McGauran x Raft Studio

Simon Abrahams
Creative Director & CEO

We know that sometimes, the only way to make your point is
to make a lot of noise. We have made a festival full of beautiful,
extraordinary, dangerous, wild, celebratory, revelatory art.
We will be loud. We will sing, dance, write, scream, throw, make
and move. We will raise our voices and we will express ourselves.
We will be heard.
We know that things in the world need to change and that now’s
the time for action.
We know that what we do matters. And we still know how to party.
We can’t wait to bring you an extraordinary festival and we know
this one is full of artistic discoveries that are going to change the
world. We hope you’ll love it.
It’s time to make some noise.

Simon Abrahams, Image by Max Milne

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

We can’t describe how good it feels to be back.
We’ve collectively been through something that
is beyond words. We have faced never-ending
uncertainty, but there is one thing we know for
sure. We have a lot to say.
We hope you’re paying attention.
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Five top tips for navigating the festival
Think of these as handy hints from your glamorous, spiritual guides at Melbourne Fringe. There’s no ‘right’ way
to Fringe, but to better assist your navigation through our enormous and glorious Festival, here are our top tips.

How to get the full story
Our biggest tip? Get online. It’s 2021, after all. We’ve tried very hard
to make sure everything is correct in this Guide. But things change,
and time is linear (allegedly…) so grab a cuppa and flick through the
beautifully-designed pages of this tome.
When you find something that tickles your fancy, scan a QR code
or head straight to melbournefringe.com.au and search to your
heart’s content. Our website has the latest info
including dates, time, prices and accessibility
information for our hundreds of events. Head
there now by scanning the QR code right here.
Search by genre, explore our Guides to Fringe
or embark on your own journey.

How to support artists (and your back pocket)
FLEXIBLE PRICING
Many shows are offering flexible pricing options, allowing you to
see shows at a price you can afford – whether that’s full price, a
little less, or a little more.
LESS THAN FULL: Times have been pretty tough. If you can’t
afford full price, choose this option.
FULL: This is the standard ticket price that the artist is asking for
their show.
OVERFLOWING: If you’ve got a little extra cash and want to pass
it on to artists, this is the price point for you.

How to get in (or out of...) the Zone
melbournefringe.com.au

Use the Comfort Zone ratings on our website to help you decide
if you want to stay in it, push against it or step the hell out of it.
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How to be friends with us (with benefits)
We have Facebook. We have Instagram. And yes, you guessed it,
we have Twitter. Follow us and use #melbfringe for all the latest
news, insights, delectable promotions and juicy titbits.

How to be COVID safe
We know you know this, but we’re going to say it anyway. For your
safety and the safety of our artists it’s very important you follow our
health guidelines if you’re attending an in-person event. In-person
events will proceed according to the Victorian Government’s
COVID-19 restrictions at the time. Please adhere to Melbourne
Fringe’s detailed COVID-Safe plan (which you can review on our
website) to ensure the safety of audiences, artists and staff.

ATTENDANCE
Do not attend if you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19
or have been a close contact of a confirmed case in the past 14
days. Our refunds and exchange policy is on our website and we
will refund or exchange tickets under certain circumstances such
as lockdowns. If you begin to feel unwell while at an event, contact
an event staff member immediately.

CONTACT TRACING
Upon arrival you will be asked to sign into your venue using the
handy Victorian Government QR code system to assist with
potential future contact tracing. Sometimes you’ll need to check-in
a few times in the one building. This data will only be used by the
health authorities to help with an outbreak of COVID-19. If there’s
no outbreak at a venue you’ve been to, the government will delete
check-in details after 28 days. Please see the Service Victoria
website for more information.

PHYSICAL DISTANCING
Please adhere to any physical distancing guidelines that may be
present at the event and stay 1.5m away from other Fringe peeps
where possible. But keep them close to you heart, proverbially.

This zone is for user-friendly or traditional events that promise a
good time. Thought provoking or funny rather than controversial.

HAND HYGIENE

For experiences that are outside of the box or unique. Expect
performances that include non-conventional storytelling and take
you on a ride (metaphorically rather than literally).

WEAR A MASK

These experiences are for the bold among us looking for something
equally experimental and unforgettable, something wild and out there
and maybe even a tiny little bit (or a lot) of audience participation.

Wash your hands after touching surfaces and apply hand sanitisers
provided at our venues frequently and liberally.

Don’t be that person (we all know one). If it’s a requirement at the
venue, please wear a mask over your nose and mouth the whole
time you are on the premises unless you have a legal reason for
not doing so. Mask guidelines change regularly, stay up to date
with current guidelines.

STAY UP TO DATE
Stay informed! Don’t get your health updates from your dodgy
cousin on Facebook, use the Victorian Government website for
the latest information on COVID-19. www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au.

Tickets! Where can I buy them?

How can I get them cheap?

Much like the Charmed sisters, you have four amazing options
to get your tickets, and three of those are preferable (Prue left
the show early, OK?).

Who doesn’t want to save a quick buck?

Your one-stop shop for all event information and bookings.
You’ll find everything you need to know, from the most up-to-date
listings to the latest reviews, access information, and longer event
descriptions. melbournefringe.com.au

PHONE
Speaking to humans can be great, especially our humans.
Our phone lines are open 12:00pm – 6:00pm, Monday to
Friday (26 Aug – 29 Sept) and 12:00pm – 7:00pm, every day
during the Festival.
Box office line: (03) 9660 9666
If you need to, you can reach the Ticketing team through the
National Relay Service (relayservice.gov.au) at no additional charge.
• TTY users: phone 13 36 77 then ask for (03) 9660 9666
• Speak and Listen users: phone 1300 555 727 then ask
for (03) 9660 9666

• Internet relay users: connect to the NRS
(internet-relay.nrscall.gov.au) then type in (03) 9660 9666

IN PERSON
Nothing quite beats the thrill of a good-old-fashioned in-person
ticket booth.
Fed Square, Cnr Swanston & Flinders Sts.
Opening hours: 12:00pm – 7:00pm, Tuesday – Sunday
(30 Sept – 17 Oct) – Card Only

ON THE DOOR
For the spontaneous and commitment-phobes among us,
there’s always the ‘door’. The Festival Hub Box Office is open
during the Festival from the first ‘til last show (usually 5:30pm,
Tuesday – Saturday and from 4:30pm on Sunday). But also,
please pre-book rather than buying at the door where possible.

Booking fees
All prices quoted are GST-inclusive (if applicable). All phone and
web bookings are by VISA or Mastercard only and attract a $4.95
fee per transaction (not per ticket). Tickets purchased in person at
the Melbourne Fringe Info Booth or Festival Hub Box Office do not
attract a transaction fee. Any discount ticket offers are available on
full-priced tickets only.

Terms & Conditions
We don’t do refunds except as required by law, in accordance with
the LPA Ticketing Code of Conduct or in line with our COVID-Safe
policies. If an event is cancelled due to COVID-19, or you are unable
to attend an event because you are unwell with COVID symptoms,
we promise not to hold your money ransom! All of this info – including
ticket types and our full refund and exchange policy – is all available
online at melbournefringe.com.au/terms-and-conditions.

Binge the Fringe way. Grab tickets to three or more participating
events and you’ll save yourself 15% off full-price tickets. And we
won’t even pull a Netflix and ask if you’re still watching...

EARLY BIRD
Buy your tickets before 11:59pm on Tuesday 31 August to save that
cash with early bird discounts on select events across the Festival.

FRINGE DWELLERS
Save up to 25% off select shows and enjoy
heaps of other Fringe benefits (pun alert) by
becoming a Fringe Dweller. Follow the little
QR code right here for details. →

GROUPS
Gather your mates, your mum, your mates’ mums and your mums’
mates! Some events offer discounts when you book in bulk.

MOB TICKETS
Some events offer discounted tickets for Australian First Nations
audience members, in acknowledgement of the traditional
custodians of these lands.

PREVIEWS
Preview prices are available for some events – the artists get to
test their work and you, the guinea pig, get a cheaper ticket.

CHEAP TUESDAYS
Many events offer a special ticket price for Tuesday shows.

FLEXIBLE PRICING
Pay what you can afford (or sling some extra $$ artists’ way)
with Flexible Pricing.

CONCESSION AND COMPANION CARDS
You qualify for concession prices if you have one (or more) of the
following: student card (full time), MEAA membership card, Carer
Card, Health Care Card, Pension Card, Veteran Card, all governmentissued Seniors Cards. Proof of concession is required on purchase
and at the venue. If you have a Companion Card, your companion
can come free. Please call our ticketing team on (03) 9660 9666 or
email them on boxoffice@melbournefringe.com.au to book.

CHILD
Those aged 16 years and under, where available. If no child
price applies, humans aged 16 years and under are entitled
to concession prices. Remember – children must be accompanied
by an adult at all times, and make sure you
check the content warnings and age rating.

For a comprehensive list of ticket types,
head to the Ticketing page on our website.
Or scan the QR code here. →

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

ONLINE

FRINGE BINGE
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Accessible Festival Guide Format

Melbourne Fringe is committed to access and inclusion for all people.

Need large-print versions of event
descriptions? We got them! Give
us a buzz on (03) 9660 9600, using
the National Relay Service (NRS)
on 13 36 77 if required, or email
info@melbournefringe.com.au.

Melbourne Fringe is committed to access and inclusion for all people. We believe in the Social Model of
Disability, where disability is caused by a society and environment with physical, attitudinal, communication
and social barriers. We’re creating a Festival that works to reduce these barriers so anyone can participate.

SEARCH AND FILTER FOR MAXIMUM ACCESSIBILITY

AUSLAN INTERPRETING

You can search and filter for all access information
on our website at melbournefringe.com.au, to easily
find the events that meet your access needs.

Where this symbol is displayed, one or more sessions
will be Auslan interpreted. Check the ‘Accessibility’
section on each event page for dates of Auslan
interpreted sessions. If you would like more information,
please email boxoffice@melbournefringe.com.au.

Scan this code to view all our
access information at our website.
Our online listings display the
comprehensive list of accessibility
provisions outlined below.

PHYSICAL ACCESS
Melbourne Fringe happens in independently run
spaces all over this fine city. Accessibility varies from
venue to venue. To make sure you get what you need:
1. Check the event listings on the website. If an event
shows this wheelchair symbol, then the venue has
told us that they are wheelchair accessible. There’s
more access information online – on each event
page on our website there’s accessibility info just
below the venue details.
2. Please check with individual venues about parking
and/or accessible public transport options.

melbournefringe.com.au

3. Make sure you tell us about any access
requirements when booking your tickets so we
can better assist you.
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4. If the wheelchair symbol is not shown, access
may be partial. We encourage you to call the venue
directly to check whether they can provide you with
the access you need.

TRADES HALL ACCESS
Our glorious Festival Hub at Trades Hall is accessible
through the Lygon Street entrance, with accessible
and gender-neutral bathrooms.
We have a handy guide to getting to Trades Hall, as
well as a visual guide to the outside and inside of the
building. Visit our website to access these resources.

ASSISTIVE LISTENING
Where this symbol is displayed, hearing loops or
assistive listening systems are available at the venue
for people who are Deaf or hard of hearing. These
systems transmit sound from the event directly through
a person’s hearing aid or through a set of headphones
provided by the venue. We recommend you contact
the venue directly for further information or assistance.

AUDIO DESCRIPTION
This service enhances the live event experience for
people who are blind or have low vision. An audio
describer uses a small transmitter to describe what
is happening in an event or how something looks at
an exhibition. People use this service via a personal
listening device enabling them to experience the event
from anywhere in the space. Check the ‘Accessibility’
section on each event page of the website for dates
of audio described performances.

AURAL RATINGS
Our aural ratings are designed to give audience
members who are blind or low vision a better
understanding of how they can access an event.
Aural Rating 100% – entirely sound-based with
no visual elements, and can be fully experienced
by blind or low vision audiences.
Aural Rating 75% – mainly sound-based, with
visuals only incidental to the work, so blind or
low vision audiences can have close to the full
experience of the event.
Aural Rating 50% – has both sound and visual
components, but sight isn’t essential to be able
to engage with the event.

VISUAL RATINGS

TACTILE TOURS

If you are Deaf or hard of hearing, or if English isn’t
your primary spoken language, this three-tiered
rating system will help you decide if an event is
suitable for you.

Free audio described tactile tours are on offer
for Design Fringe and some other events in the
Festival Program. Contact our ticketing team
for dates and booking info – (03) 9660 9666 or
boxoffice@melbournefringe.com.au.

 isual Rating 75% – has minimal dialogue and
V
some background music or sounds, or may
be fully subtitled, so Deaf and hard of hearing
audiences can have close to the full experience
of the event.
 isual Rating 50% – includes dialogue and
V
background music or sounds, so Deaf and
hard of hearing audiences can have some
engagement with the event.

RELAXED PERFORMANCE
These performances are open to everyone but have
been specifically designed to create a safe and
welcoming environment for people who would benefit
from a more relaxed environment – this could include
neurodiverse and learning disabled people and those
with mental health issues. Check the ‘Accessibility’
section on each event page of the website for dates
of relaxed performances.

SENSORY FRIENDLY PERFORMANCE

BOOKING TICKETS
We’ve made booking tickets easy! You can book your
tickets on our website at melbournefringe.com.au or
by calling Ticketing on (03) 9660 9666.
You can also discuss any specific access needs
with the friendly Ticketing staff over the phone, or
by emailing boxoffice@melbournefringe.com.au.
If you need to, you can reach the Ticketing
team through the National Relay Service
(relayservice.gov.au) at no additional charge.
• TTY users: phone 133 677 then ask for
(03) 9660 9666
• Speak and Listen users: phone 1300 555 727
then ask for (03) 9660 9666
• Internet relay users: connect to the National Relay
Service (internet-relay.nrscall.gov.au) then type
in (03) 9660 9666

COMPANION AND CARER CARD
If you have a Companion Card, you qualify for a second
ticket (free!) to bring along a companion. If you have a
Carer Card, you qualify for a concession-priced ticket.

These are performances where steps have been taken
towards making the event or specific performances
more sensory friendly, but they may not have all
elements expected of a Relaxed Performance. For
example, they may make changes to the lighting and
sound to make it more sensory friendly but not have a
breakout area to chill out during the event. Check the
‘Accessibility’ section on each event page for dates of
sensory friendly performances.

To book a free Companion Card ticket, please
call Ticketing on (03) 9660 9666 or email
boxoffice@melbournefringe.com.au.

CAPTIONED PERFORMANCE

ACCESSIBILITY PARTNER

For these performances, captions are displayed,
enabling the audience to read what is being said.
Open Captioning is always in view and cannot be
turned off. Closed Captioning can be activated or
deactivated by the viewer. Check the ‘Accessibility’
section on each event page of the website for dates
of captioned performances.

LANGUAGE NO BARRIER
This symbol indicates that audiences can understand
and engage with the event without a comprehensive
understanding of the English language.

GUIDE DOGS AND SERVICE ANIMALS
Guide dogs and assistance animals are welcome at all
our venues – from public spaces to someone’s living
room. More info can be found on the ‘Accessibility’
page on our website.

Arts Access Victoria (AAV) is Melbourne Fringe’s
accessibility partner. Disability-led, AAV provides
access services including training in disability cultural
context, disability action planning and a range of
consultancy services, resources, mentorships, advice
and information services. For more information,
visit artsaccess.com.au.
Melbourne Fringe makes every effort to ensure that
our accessibility information is correct. Please get in
touch with us if you spot a mistake, or if you have any
suggestions or feedback call us on (03) 9660 9600 or
email info@melbournefringe.com.au.

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

 isual Rating 100% – contains no sound, music
V
or dialogue so Deaf or hard of hearing audiences
can engage fully with the event.
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Melbourne Fringe presents

melbournefringe.com.au

BY MATTHIAS
SCHACK-ARNOTT
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We know that treading lightly on the Earth
is the path to a sustainable future, but how
can we work together to make that happen?

Come feel the earth move under your feet (literally) in an immersive
soundscape that is as sonically beautiful as it is visually arresting.
Groundswell is a large-scale participatory experience and giant
playable musical instrument from leading Melbourne percussive
artist, Matthias Schack-Arnott, exploring how every step we take
has an impact on our planet.
Taking over Queensbridge Square and open to anyone, Groundswell
invites you to take a step onto its surface and explore. As you (and
your fellow participants) shift and move the work does too, with
thousands of ball bearings rushing underfoot to create a visceral
wash of sound and movement beneath you. It’s an ever-changing,
immersive and evocative experience that sees you in conversation
with the space around you. A place where putting your foot in front
of the other changes everything.

Groundswell is public art that speaks to our most pressing issue
as humans – what is our environmental impact and how do we
work to change it?

Groundswell is commissioned and co-produced by Melbourne
Fringe and Sydney Festival with Principal Partner support from
the Naomi Milgrom Foundation.

Concept, Sound & Visual Design: Matthias Schack-Arnott

This project was developed with the support of Monica Lim and
Konfir Kabo and is presented with the support a significant gift
by a Friend of Fringe.

Technical Design & Management, Lighting Design:
Keith Tucker (Megafun)
Sound Design: Tilman Robinson
Producer: Michaela Coventry – Sage Arts

Friday 8 Oct – Sunday 17 Oct
10:00am – 10:00pm daily
Free

Queensbridge Square
3 Queensbridge St, Southbank

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

Groundswell. Image by Pier Carthew.
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Melbourne Fringe presents

BY THEATRE
REPLACEMENT

Town Choir. Image by Emily Cooper.

melbournefringe.com.au

Words are written and sung at fibre optic speed.
We invite you to listen.
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Town Choir is a musical event from the minds of Canada’s
Theatre Replacement which reframes everyday observations as
epic, choral declarations. As texts are produced by acclaimed local
writers Alistair Baldwin, Nayuka Gorrie and Michele Lee, they are
immediately sung out to the public by an enormous, outdoor choir
assembled in Prahran Square in glorious, four-part harmony.

Conducted by leading queer artist and composer Evan Lawson
(Forest Collective), and featuring singers from across Melbourne;
Town Choir examines the intimate and minute experiences of
individual Australians and takes them to monumental proportions,
celebrating the singular voice through the power of the collective.
It’s beautiful, it’s powerful and it’s poignant. An unmissable,
uplifting experience.
Theatre Replacement and Melbourne Fringe have been
collaborating closely throughout the pandemic to bring you this
work across international borders. Theatre Replacement is led
by artists Maiko Yamamoto and James Long, and is based in
Vancouver, Canada.

Saturday 9 Oct
11:00am & 1:00pm
Free

Alistair Baldwin

Nayuka Gorrie

Michele Lee

Prahran Square
Cato St, Prahran

Melbourne Fringe in association with
Stephanie Lake Company presents

BY DAYBREAK
FILMS

Multiply, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2020.
Image by Gregory Lorenzutti.

2020 Melbourne Fringe Festival signature event Multiply was
an unforgettable participatory dance experience that brought
Melburnians together for the first time post-COVID-19 lockdown.
Hundreds of physically distant participants gathered in Prahran
Square to bring to life a new work by acclaimed choreographer
Stephanie Lake. Multiply was a celebration of the creativity and
resilience of our city through dance.
This transcendent event was captured by celebrated Australian
filmmaker Rhys Graham in a half-hour film detailing the journey
to making this profound work of art. Chronicling Stephanie
and her collaborators’ experiences of delivering the impossible
– a dance event in a global pandemic – the film also captures
the full 15-minute mass dance experience that was Multiply.

Multiply premiered at the Melbourne International Film Festival in
August. If you missed it, or want to experience the magic again,
join us at a special screening at ACMI.
Multiply has been assisted by the Australian Government through
the Australia Council for the Arts, its arts funding and advisory body.
Multiply is supported by Daniel Besen, the Canny Quine Foundation
and Linda Herd, and a gift from a Friend of Fringe.
(4:00pm session)
Sunday 3 Oct
4:00pm & 5:00pm
Bookings essential

ACMI Cinema 1
Fed Square, Flinders St
Melbourne

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

A film chronicling one of the most profound,
collective experiences of 2020 – emerging
from lockdown and re-joining our communities
in-person.
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Harley Mann, Of the Land on Which We Meet.
Image by Annie Fitzer.
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First things first. Deadly Fringe is our game
changing First Nations commissioning and
support program and it’s full of Deadly talent.

In its five short years, Deadly Fringe has supported the birth of a
stack of exciting new First Nations-led projects that have toured
the country, won awards and given a platform to the incredible
breadth of deadly work being made in Melbourne. Deadly Fringe
is committed to centring First Nations voices and perspectives.
Supported by our Deadly Fringe Program Coordinators Kimberly
Lovegrove and Digby Mercer, we offer financial backing to artists,
as well as access to First Nations yarning circles, mentorships and
discount tickets for mob.

BLAK JEWELLERY
FINDING PAST, LINKING PRESENT

SEVENTH GALLERY COMMISSION

Contemporary jewellery exhibition by 11 Victorian First Nations
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists and designers
participating in the first year of the Koorie Heritage Trust’s
inaugural Blak Design program.

Saturday 4 Sept
– Sunday 14 Nov
Free

Koorie Heritage Trust
Yarra Building, Fed Square

One deadly First Nations artist has been hand-picked by Melbourne
Fringe and commissioned to create an exciting new exhibition of
work inside Richmond’s visual arts hub, SEVENTH Gallery.

Thursday 30 Sept
– Saturday 23 Oct
Free

SEVENTH Gallery
213-215 Church St, Richmond

WARRIORS ARE OUSSS!!! Image by Amy Pinkster.

OF THE LAND ON WHICH WE MEET
by Harley Mann (Na Djinang Circus)

Of the Land On Which We Meet is a contemporary circus work
that tackles the spiritual, and psychological value of land and
being “on country” in a modern context.
Presented by Na Djinang Circus

LUCHA BRIDGE, SILENT SHIFT
by Ngioka Bunda-Heath with Theodore Cassady,
Gabriela Green Olea and Josh Twee

Indigenous dancers Ngioka Bunda-Heath and Theodore Cassady,
along with refugee descendants Gabriela Green Olea and Josh
Twee, explore their individual familial histories and cultural heritage
while navigating colonial/western society.
Presented by Ngioka Bunda-Heath

WARRIORS R OUSSS!!!!

MINYERRA

Step inside the dojo. Here you will learn self-defence,
self-empowerment and come to understand the power
dynamics of our society.

Yorta Yorta, Dja Dja Wurrung, and Wiradjuri artist, Neil Morris
leads an interdisciplinary cast of musicians reimagining his
powerful, decolonial anthems from DRMNGNOW. In a night
of music, spoken word and political performance, Minyerra is
performed in the Yorta Yorta language and is full of ethereal
soundscapes that mirror our country.

by Racheal Oak Butler and Kamarra Bell-Wykes

Presented by Racheal Oak Butler and Kamarra Bell-Wykes

by Neil Morris

Presented by Neil Morris

DESIGN FRINGE COMMISSION
birli nganmantha (eating together) by Nicole Monks

First Nations artist Nicole Monks will create a new work to act as
the centrepiece of Design Fringe at its new home at Linden New Art.
The large-scale installation birli nganmanha* (eating together) will
include crockery and cutlery made from natural materials found on
Yamaji Country.

Saturday 4 Sept
– Sunday 21 Nov
Free

Deadly Fringe partners

Linden New Art
26 Acland St, St Kilda
Indigenous Languages and Arts

Cultural Partner

Deadly Fringe is supported
by Craig Semple

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

Neil Morris. Image by Getty Images.
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Daydreaming of a Taiwanese holiday?
Well, same here. In the meantime, Fringe is bringing Taiwan’s best
emerging and experimental virtual reality artists to one of Melbourne’s
best bars. For Melbourne Fringe, Loop Project Space & Bar will be
transformed into a VR Taiwanese art party thanks to a handful of
Taiwan’s most ground-breaking contemporary digital artists.
Fringe Focus Taiwan is a live VR experience, where you can sip
cocktails, whack on a headset, and watch some wild Taiwanese
VR films and digital art. Guaranteed to be the best overseas trip
you’ll have had in two years.

Thursday 7 Oct, Friday 8 Oct &
Wednesday 13 Oct – Saturday
16 Oct

Loop Project Space & Bar
23 Meyers Pl
Free – bookings essential

IT-ME TIME: TRAVELLER BETA2021

melbournefringe.com.au

A futuristic and fabulously queer video work from the mind of
Taiwanese experimental artist, Betty Apple, who has previously
collaborated with Sydney-based performance artist and sex clown
Betty Grumble.
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IN THE MIST – 霧中

AFTERIMAGE FOR TOMORROW – 留給未來的殘影

An intricately choreographed exploration, set in a futuristic world
where memories can be uploaded. How long will the images and
memories we create today live into the future?

A SONG WITHIN US – OLI 邊境

Acclaimed theatre and new media director Chou Tung-Yen invites
you on a voyeuristic journey through a male sauna, revealing the
life experience of underground gay culture.

The spirit of Taiwan’s indigenous peoples comes alive in the shared
experience of music and dance. Learn how tribal hierarchy and
culture is passed down through generations, while enjoying this
Annual Ceremony.

OFFING – 人之島後

MECHANICAL SOULS – 囍宴機器人

Every year the indigenous people of Orchid Island celebrate the
migration of the flying fish. Explore the stunning island surrounds
and observe how climate change and globalisation is threatening
fish and island life.

A wedding android is hired to help with the ceremony.
But something has gone wrong. An interactive social experience
powered by VR, analytic engine, live actors, and your own
sleuthing skills.

The Waiters’ Race, Brunswick St Parade,
Fringe Festival 1988. Image by Ponch Hawkes.

Melbourne Fringe and State Library Victoria present

THE MELBOURNE FRINGE STORY BANK

We know, we don’t look a day over 20.
But next year, Melbourne Fringe is turning the
big 4-0 – and we’re going to celebrate in fierce
and Fringey fashion.

Remember the days of Fringe Inventions, and Not the Archibald
Prize? Or when 4,500 of us got naked in the freezing cold
for Spencer Tunick’s iconic photograph in 2001? Maybe you
marched in the first Brunswick Street Parade in 1984, attended
Fringe Fashion in 1996, or broadcast a show from your
bedroom amidst a global pandemic in 2020. Whatever your
story, big or small, profound or mundane, we want to hear it.
Share your memory by heading to our in-person booth at the
Festival Hub, or online at our website using the QR code here.

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

Melbourne Fringe is its people: the millions of audiences, tens
of thousands of artists and thousands of staff that have shaped
the last four decades. So, we’re inviting you to share your most
vivid Fringe memories now to help us build a big project we
have planned for 2022.

In The Mist. Image by Kris Kang.
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Melbourne Fringe in association
with Linden New Art presents

To celebrate Melbourne Fringe’s iconic, avant-garde
furniture exhibition turning 35, it has a new name
and a new home.
Fringe Furniture has evolved and expanded to become Design
Fringe – a new exhibition celebrating Melbourne’s extraordinary
independent and emerging designers as well as the groundbreaking, bizarre and impractical works they produce.
Encompassing all types of object design including furniture, fashion
and sculpture, Design Fringe expands on Fringe Furniture’s legacy,
ensuring that open access design opportunities are embedded in
the contemporary design industry into the future.
Operating for an extended period of three months at its new
home at Linden New Art, plus an exciting curated collection at the
Victorian Pride Centre during the Festival dates, Design Fringe will

host an expanded program of events including panel discussions
on accessibility, gender and sustainability in design; artist
conversations, tours and more.
This year’s event has the theme of “home”, acknowledging that our
own dwellings often provide the inspiration for exceptional design.
Our First Nations Deadly Fringe commission is proudly supported
by the Aesop Foundation, Trawalla Foundation and Indigenous
Languages and the Arts Program.

EXHIBITION
Saturday 4 Sept
– Sunday 21 Nov

Thursday 30 Sept
– Sunday 17 Oct

Linden New Art
26 Acland St, St Kilda
Free

The Victorian Pride Centre
79-81 Fitzroy St, St Kilda
Free

Fringe Furniture, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2019.
Image by Tanya Voltchanskaya.

AUDIO DESCRIBED TOUR (ONLINE)

PANEL DISCUSSION – GENDER, SAFETY AND DESIGN

AUSLAN TOUR (ONLINE)

PANEL DISCUSSION – THE POLITICS OF DESIGN

MEET FIRST NATIONS DESIGNER, NICOLE MONKS

STRANGE BEDFELLOWS – DRAG QUEENS AND MID CENTURY MODERN

MEET THE DESIGNERS

TACTILE TOUR

PANEL DISCUSSION – DESIGN SOLUTIONS

THE SUSTAINABLIST MASTERCLASS

For dates, times and further details on the
Design Fringe program of events, scan the
QR code here. →

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

Design Fringe program of events:
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XS is big ideas for little minds.
XS is experimental. XS wants kids to explore,
play and expand their perceptions of the
world through art. XS recognises that kids
gain value from participating in boundarypushing experimental art, just like adults.
In 2021 we are encouraging kids to play big, speak loudly
and explore new worlds in a series of events for burgeoning
brains that are Fringe to the core.

THREADS by The Ball Room Projects
A participatory, contemplative and creative art experience,
Threads is a hybrid of performance and creative play space
for children aged 7-12 years and their families.
Threads offers children an opportunity to reflect on their
connections with each other and the environment within
an enchanting theatrical installation.
Step inside the Threads world of intrigue and play, weave your
mark into a mysterious woollen web. The physical object of a
thread will act as a symbol to celebrate and explore the importance
of connection – for humans as social animals, for ecosystems and
for a healthy planet.
Presented by ArtPlay and The Ball Room Projects with artists
Cat Sewell and Nancy Sposato.

Thursday 30 Sept
– Sunday 3 Oct
10:00am, 12:00pm, & 2:30pm

Threads. Image by Alice Payne Photography.

ArtPlay
Birrarung Marr, behind
Fed Square, Melbourne

LITTLE GLOW by Deafferent Theatre
A fable for the Deaf experience, Little Glow celebrates our unique
inner joy and our shared connections. Performed visually, with no
spoken language, this is a show for Deaf and non-Deaf children
and their families.
Featuring artists Jessica Moody, Ilana Charnelle Gelbart and
Dan Goronszy.

Thursday 30 Sept
– Saturday 2 Oct
10:00am & 12:00pm

YUMMY – THE KIDS EXTRAVAGANZA
by Yummy Productions

Tell your parents! Fringe favourites YUMMY hit the stage with their
first ever kids’ circus EXTRAVAGANZA. With jaw-dropping circus and
signature campery, this hilarious story about following your dreams
will give you the kids cabaret you never knew you were missing.
YUMMY has been a crowd favourite on the Australian and
international Fringe circuit for the past five years. With multiple
awards under their wigs, watch them soar into your hearts and
deliver rainbows across your stage!

Footscray Community
Arts Centre
45 Moreland St, Footscray

KIDSTRUMENTS LIVE! by Playable Streets

Saturday 9 October
– Sunday 10 October
1:00pm & 3:00pm

Reunion Park
Cnr Yarra Blvd and Swan St
Burnley

Who says the adults have the best ideas? Kidstruments takes
the imagined instruments of bright young minds developed in
interactive school workshops, and turns them into real-life musical
gadgets. They make their debut played by MIJF virtuoso musicians
in a one-off concert that brings children’s’ limitless imaginations to
life in full sound and colour.

Saturday 16 Oct
10:30am
Pre-show activities
from 10:00am

Yarraville Pop-up Park
Ballarat St, Yarraville

CHATTERBOXES by House of Muchness

Saturday 16 October
12:00pm & 2:00pm

Chatterboxes. Image by Jake Preval.

Rosina Auditorium,
Abbotsford Convent
1-3 St Heliers St, Abbotsford

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

Giving little minds the arena to tackle the big issues! Chatterboxes
is part Mad Hatter’s Tea Party with a splash of ABC’s Q+A
and a healthy dollop of the 18th century French philosophical
salon. Kicking proceedings off with a fun fashion runway before
transitioning into a series of facilitated conversations on both urgent
and obscure topics, kids aged 7-11 can pick their theme from the
selection in each paper chatterbox and get talking!
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We Built This City is one of the happiest projects you
will ever experience in your entire life (we promise).
This giant cardboard wonderland of a construction site by Polyglot
Theatre brings communities together to think big and build the cities
and towns of their dreams, while celebrating the amazing feat of
engineering happening right now, beneath our feet, as part of the
Metro Tunnel project.
Filled with thousands and thousands of cardboard boxes, a DJ
spinning music, and Polyglot artists/construction workers to help kids’
follow their impulses, families are invited to come together to create a
unique city within the heart of their very own. And at the end of it all,
like a giant sandcastle, the city is shaken and stomped to the ground.

Melbourne Fringe and Metro Tunnel
Creative Program present

We Built This City first broke ground in Melbourne’s City Square
20 years ago. After travelling the world over, building cities beyond
imagination overseas – it’s coming back to where it all began for this
special 20th anniversary presentation. Well, just up the road a little at
Fed Square.

BY POLYGLOT
THEATRE
WE BUILT THIS CITY
Thursday 30 Sept
– Saturday 2 Oct
10:00am – 12:00pm &
2:00 – 4:00pm (drop in)
Free – bookings essential

A special one-off event will also be presented on 30 September at
State Library Victoria – We Built This Tunnel. An ingenious, accessible
tunnel structure made of cardboard will pop up for one day only,
inviting you to enter, play and reflect on the tunnel work happening
right now under our city.

WE BUILT THIS TUNNEL
Fed Square Car Park Level 3
Skyline Terrace, Russell St,
Melbourne

Thursday 30 Sept
10:00am – 3:00pm (drop in)
Free

State Library Victoria
328 Swanston St, Melbourne

We Built This City. Image by Wendy Kimpton.

The World You Want to Make

Melbourne Fringe and Metro Tunnel
Creative Program present

Artist and photographer Sarah Walker will create a series of epic
portraits featuring our 2021 Fringe Festival artists.This series
of fantastical outdoor artworks will elevate the everyday Metro
Tunnel build site on Franklin Street into a bright new realm of
artistic possibilities.

BY SARAH WALKER
AND MIKE GREANEY

Harnessing the possibilities of speculative art as a form of worldbuilding, these images will feature Melbourne Fringe performers.
Each artist will then be dropped into an illustrated world by animator
and comic artist, Mike Greaney, placing each performer in a
futuristic realm of their own imagination.
The hoardings will be a place of colour and passion, where artists
utilise the power of creativity to drive change towards a better
future. Ranging from the contemporary, to the personal and even
the comedic – each artwork will be tailored to the participant and
developed with Fringe to represent values of diversity, inclusion
and community-building.
Faces of Fringe will reimagine how we perceive local artists as
we step into their imaginations.

Thursday 30 Sept
– Sunday 17 Oct
Free
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Metro Tunnel Hoardings, Side
of Melbourne City Baths,
Franklin St between Swanston St
and Victoria St

Springboard, Melbourne Fringe’s program in partnership with Circus Oz, supports our
burgeoning circus sector to foster artistic potential and create new, innovative works.
ESCALATE BY THROW CATCH COLLECTIVE

GET WELL SOON BY GET WELL CIRCUS

Virtuosic juggling, innovative lighting and relentless energy collide in
this pioneering new show from Throw Catch Collective. Australia’s
best jugglers rip through an explosive hour of entertainment,
pushing the boundaries of their art. Put your preconceptions
through the shredder, this is juggling at an entirely new level.

Exploring experiences of chronic pain, waiting rooms and
unsolicited medical advice, Get Well Soon is a triumph in finding the
humour in complex and critical conversations about our healthcare.
Hilarious, gutsy and painfully empathetic – this new circus will
inspire and advocate for the strength behind a diagnosis (and the
circus of getting one).

LEVEL UP BY GRAVITY DOLLS
An epic tribute to the fun of our youth, Level Up is a spontaneous
and ridiculous circus show for families. Stuck in a labyrinth with only
their acrobatic abilities to help them, three unexpecting strangers
face a series of challenging obstacles to navigate a bizarre world
made up of their favourite childhood pastimes. With life-sized board
games and video games that come to life, Level Up is bucket-loads
of nostalgia, served circus style.

A Good Catch and Throw Catch Collective. Image by Alexis Desaulniers-Lea.

ZOË BY A GOOD CATCH
Zoë is an experimental circus and physical theatre show exploring
some of the most pressing issues we face today: posthumanism,
feminism and the climate crisis. A Good Catch produce thoughtprovoking, authentic and raw works and Zoë represents a shift in
tone for this cutting-edge circus company.

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

Following over a year in development, four circus productions by independent artists are ready to meet Melbourne
audiences. Springboard is a place to see world-class, boundary pushing performances from artists at the top of their game.
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Polygamy, Polygayou, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2019.
Image by Duncan Jacob.

It’s the building, the icon, the moment.
It’s the Festival Hub.

For two and a half weeks we open our home to you, as the
People’s Palace Trades Hall becomes a glittering, community
hub to artists and audiences alike. A place where every artform
imaginable intertwines and intermingles under the one roof – all
for your viewing pleasure.

melbournefringe.com.au

The Festival Hub has something for everyone. It is varied, versatile
and it’s a very good place to belong. All are welcome to enjoy
over 100 performances of every kind, within venues of every size.
In rooms both vast and intimate there’s something for every taste;
and it’s all delectable.
With audience bars, artists hangouts, intimate corners and the
banging Club Fringe – the only reason to leave the Festival Hub
is to go to bed.

Who’s thirsty?
Head to the KAIJU! Loading Dock Bar and settle in with a pre- or
post-show drink. With delicious beers, wines, cocktails and an array
of softies, this is the best place to gather your mates and debrief on
the amazing, exciting or downright outrageous art you’ve just seen.

22
Cultural Renegades, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2019.
Image by Tanya Voltchanskaya

We’re hitting the road for four big nights of Hub goodness at the
Geelong Arts Centre during the Festival. From Wednesday 13 to
Saturday 16 October, six shows (cabaret, comedy and theatre, oh
my!) will take to the Geelong stage for our mates in the southwest.

Wednesday 13 & Thursday 14 Oct
kerosene – page 59
feelings but cool – page 58
Blake Everett and Oliver Coleman:
Dig Their Own Graves – page 37
Friday 15 & Saturday 16 Oct
Janet’s Vagrant Love – page 59
That One Time I Joined The Illuminati – page 32
Breasts Become Her – page 28

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

Festival Hub, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2019.
Image by Duncan Jacob.

Fringe’s Geelong Road Trip
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Kick ons at our place.
Welcome to your late-night home this Festival season.
Club Fringe is your after-party destination every Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday night.
It’s the home of late-night revelry, of good times, and of a whole lotta disco balls.
Club Fringe will take Festival frivolity to new heights in 2021 with killer tunes, banging drinks
and saucy surrounds – where immersive live art can pop up anytime, the lewks are on-point
and the unexpected is, well, expected. Perfect for partying the night away.
There are 12 unique nights to be yourself (or whoever you want to be) at Club Fringe so dress
up, dance like no-one is watching (or everyone is watching, whatever you’re into) and party on
until the wee hours. See you at the Club.

melbournefringe.com.au

OPENING NIGHT PARTY PRESENTED BY DEADLY FRINGE • MR MCCLELLAND’S FINISHING SCHOOL
TRILOGY VOGUE NIGHT PRESENTED BY HOUSE OF DÉVINE & HOUSE OF KLEIN • FRINGE ROULETTE
3 MINUTES TO SAVE THE WORLD • STRONG ENOUGH PRESENTED BY LITTLE ONES THEATRE
CLUB K-POP PRESENTED BY IMAGIKAI • FRINGE-O-VISION • CLUB FRINGE X TOMBOY
AWARDS CEREMONY AND CLOSING NIGHT PARTY
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A safe space thanks to MC Security.

Rhythm Nation, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2019.
Image by Duncan Jacob.

Alex Aldrich, Rhythm Nation, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2019.
Image by Duncan Jacob.

Wild by Night
Big orchestra, new genius,
fresh-minted music,
next-gen talent, hectic dance
floor!

CONTEMPORARY

Directed by
Moira Finucane

On Demand
inside Pentridge

Melbourne Fringe Festival Awards 2020.
Image by Duncan Jacob.

CATEGORY AWARDS

ARTIST DEVELOPMENT AWARDS

Cabaret

Access Award
Supported by Arts Access
Victoria

Circus
Comedy
Dance & Physical Theatre
Experimental
Kids
Music
Theatre
Visual Arts & Film
Words & Ideas

melbournefringe.com.au

SPECIAL AWARDS
Best Work by an
Emerging Artist
Best Feminist Work
Supported by MC Security
Sound and Technical
Excellence Award
Supported by Front of House
Productions
People’s Choice Award
Spirit of the Fringe
Melbourne Fringe
Living Legend
Venue of the Year

70

Best Emerging
Indigenous Artist
Supported by Wilin Centre
for Indigenous Arts & Cultural
Development (VCA & MCM)
Best Emerging
Performance Ensemble
Supported by Theatre
Network Australia
Best Emerging Circus
Performer
Supported by Theatre Network
Australia’s CaPT Initiative
Best Emerging Producer
Supported by MILKE
Emerging Company
Incubator Award
Supported by the Sir Zelman
Cowen School of Music and
Performance at Monash
University
Market Ready Award
Supported by Regional
Arts Victoria
The Art Unbound Award
Supported by Experimenta
The Phantasmagorical Award
Supported by Temperance Hall
Young Creatives Award
Supported by SIGNAL

Best Participatory Work
for Families Award
Supported by ArtPlay

DESIGN FRINGE BEST
IN CATEGORY AWARDS

Leadership in Circus
Supported by Circus Oz

Best in Furniture Award

Best Emerging Writer
Supported by the Emerging
Writers’ Festival
The Headroom Award
Supported by RISING
Innovation in Culturally
Diverse Practice
Supported by Multicultural
Arts Victoria

TOURING AWARDS
The New Zealand Tour
Ready Award
Supported by New
Zealand Fringe
The NSW Tour Ready Award
Supported by Sydney Fringe
The QLD Tour Ready Award
Supported by Brisbane
Comedy Festival
The SA Tour Ready Award
Supported by Adelaide Fringe
The WA Tour Ready Award
Supported by Perth Fringe

Best in Lighting Award
Best in Homewares and
Object Design Award
Best in Experimental
Design Award
Design Fringe People’s
Choice Award

LIVING LEGENDS
2020: Bill Coleby
2019: Anni Davey OAM
2018: Susie Dee
2017: Richard Watts
2016: Rinske Ginsberg
2015: Ian Pidd

In 2020, we awarded a special
Melbourne Fringe Legacy
Award to the late Comrade
Paddy Garrity. Paddy played
an important role in bringing
the arts to Trades Hall; setting
the foundations for what
is now a hub of creativity
and activism. His invaluable
contribution to the arts and
social justice will endure.

Credit: Link Ramirez

Sam Martin (He/Him)
Director / Creative Producer /
Multidisciplinary Practitioner /
Cheese Fan / Creative Victorian
Sam’s theatre practice explores authentic stories
of intersectional identity, including his own.
Catch his show Pah! Deaf Storytelling Night
at The Wheeler Centre.
Creative Victoria proudly supports Melbourne Fringe
and creative Victorians, see how at creative.vic.gov.au

Church of Burt, Melbourne
Fringe Festival 2019.
Image by Duncan Jacob.

Our sector leadership programs:
Support artform evolution and ambitious artmaking.

melbournefringe.com.au

Champion ethics, authenticity and cultural safety.
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We love the arts. Like, a lot. We want it to be
better, brighter, more sustainable (single use
plastic, your moment is over) and a really good
time for all artists, arts workers and audiences.
So, what do we actually do? We run a bunch of sector leadership
programs that work to drive artistic, cultural and social change
within our organisation, our community and the industry. Through
programs such as Radical Access, Stepping Stones, Money for
Art, Tour Ready and our artist development work, we support
resilient, healthy, culturally safe and environmentally responsible
practices to rebuild a stronger, more equitable independent arts
sector. Worth a lot more than a bit of the warm and fuzzies, right?

Build the skills, capacity and profiles of artists.
Strive for universal access.
Improve representation and cultural safety of our
communities of focus – First Nations, Deaf and
disabled people, people of colour, women and
non-binary people, and LGBTQIA+ communities.
Incubate cultural leadership talent.
Enable sustainable career pathways.
Support sustainability and positive mental health.

Snuff Lovers heART, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2020.
Image by J Forsyth.

It kinda goes without saying, but we want our artists to make art. But not
any old art – art that is amazing, accessible, sustainable and money-making.
Our range of artist development programs help to develop artistic skills, build resilience, as well
as giving handy advice on everything else you need as a full-time artist – producing, finance,
marketing, and the all-important self-care (breathe in... and breathe out...).

Our brand-spanking-new Resource Hub is the one-stop-info-shop
for artists.
From marketing and budgeting templates to grant opportunities,
the Resource Hub is more browsable than Instagram (without
those weird, targeted ads for skin creams) and gives artists all the
stuff they need, and none of the stuff they don’t.

Salon Sessions and Panels
All Fringe participants, from first-timers to seasoned professionals
and everyone in between, have the opportunity to head back to
school (figuratively... no uniforms required) and get the info they
need to get the job done.
Through online ‘Quick Chat’ informational videos, digital ‘Let’s
Talk’ panels and face-to-face Salon Sessions, we cover everything
from basic tips and tricks through to bespoke advice for
presenting and marketing work at the Festival and beyond.
Our Salon Sessions are supported by The Sir Zelman Cowen
School of Music and Performance at Monash University.

The program up-skills staff through on the job learning, industry
mentorships and career planning. By building a bank of knowledge
and experience in our staff, we know they not only have the skillz
to pay the billz, but we are incubating cultural leadership talent to
ensure the future of the Australian arts industry is in safe hands.
Our current Stepping Stones participants are Anna Nalpantidis
(Program Manager Independent Arts), Alexina Coad (Program
Manager Common Rooms), Ashleigh Morris (Program Coordinator
Artists and Venues) and recent alumnus Lucy Pitt (now Business
Manager at Western Edge Youth Arts).

Tour Ready
Shows that go on tour, stay on tour. Well, at least for a little while
we hope.
By connecting artists with programmers from interstate and further
afield, our Tour Ready program gives Festival artists opportunities
to extend the life (and money-making prospects) of their shows,
well after the last Melbourne Fringe curtain comes down.
Tour Ready is supported by The Sir Zelman Cowen School of
Music and Performance at Monash University.

Stepping Stones
It’s not just artists we like to see making a career out of art.
Our Stepping Stones program gives professional development
opportunities and support to arts workers ready to become the
next leaders in the sector.

Tour Ready Award Winners
Each year we work with our great mates around the country (and
abroad) to find some of the best and most exciting shows from
festivals afar and bring them to Melbourne for you to enjoy. And it
works both ways: we have plenty of touring awards on offer for our
artists at the end of each Festival.

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

Resource Hub
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After the success of our ambitious three-year
Access and Inclusion Strategy, from 2021 we’re
making big, bold moves on our journey towards
Radical Access.
Radical Access, in partnership with Arts Access Victoria, works
to realise best practice in Deaf and disability access in the
independent arts. It’s a program that is, well, radical. The program
raises the visibility of Deaf and disabled artists and places the
concept of aesthetic access right at the heart of the creative
process. It removes barriers to access and creates space for Deaf
and disabled artists to explore big ideas and create ambitious
works as central to our artistic culture. You know, the way it
should be. Radical Access will launch in 2022, and we can’t wait.
Radical Access has been assisted by the Australian Government
through the Australia Council for the Arts, its arts funding and
advisory body.
Leisa Prowd, Fuck Fabulous, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2019.
Image by Duncan Jacob.

Feminist Poster Project, Katie Sfetkidis, Melbourne Fringe
Festival 2019. Image by J Forsyth.

While we know paperwork isn’t the most glamourous parts of
the arts, we recognise that actionable, accountable policies are
needed to push things forward. That’s why we’ve created three
comprehensive documents – our Equity Action Plan, our Deaf
and Disability Inclusion Action Plan and our Reconciliation Action
Plan – to provide a framework for us to continue strive for equity in
the arts. What does that mean? Over the next five years, we’ll work
hard to improve the representation and the cultural safety of people
in our communities of focus – First Nations, Deaf and disabled
people, people of colour, women and non-binary people, and the
LGBTQIA+ communities.

Radical Access Partners

Community Guidelines
All Melbourne Fringe programs and events are guided by two
key principles – Freedom of Expression and Ensuring Community
Safety. We believe freedom of artistic expression is vital to our
culture, our democracy and our artistic practice, and allowing a
diversity of viewpoints opens powerful, difficult and important
conversations to take place. But no freedom is absolute nor
without consequence, and we may not always get it right, but we
are committed to putting in the hard work to create culturally safe
spaces for self-expression, in order to champion artistic freedom
for all participants.
You can read through our Action Plans and Community Guidelines
on our website.

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

Through a range of programs and initiatives,
we continue our commitment to reducing
barriers to access, championing ethics and
pushing for diversity and cultural equity in the arts.

Cultural Partner
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Making ground-breaking, innovative and brilliant
work ain’t free.
And after the strain of the last year (we shall
not speak its name), we know that for artists,
pulling together the pennies they need is still a
challenge. At Melbourne Fringe, we are committed
to helping artists find money for their art.
Reuben Kaye, Midnight Mess, Melbourne Fringe Festival 2020.
Image by Duncan Jacob.

Our Money for Art program provides commissioning opportunities,
cold hard cash and help with rego fees to ease the financial
pressure and keep artists’ pockets full.
We work to reduce barriers to access and maximise participation
for people facing financial hardship and structural disadvantage,
including First Nations peoples, Deaf and disabled people and
people who identify as culturally and linguistically diverse.
In 2022, with the support of the Victorian Government we’re
launching a new artist commissioning program. This will get money
direct to artists, create boundary-pushing new work and up the
game of Melbourne’s independent arts scene. Watch this space.

RECKONING “Te Waiata Paihere Wairua – The Sounds of Woven Souls”,
Melbourne Fringe Festival 2020. Image by Jackson Grant.

SHOWSUPPORT

DIGITAL DISCOVERY COMMISSIONS

ShowSupport is our match-making service for art. We pair
independent artists up with our amazing private donors who are
interested in commissioning original work to premiere in the 2021
Festival. Our 2021 ShowSupport recipients and donors are:

These juicy commissions of $5,000 look for something special in
the digital space. They focus on work that challenges how we think
about digital art and performance, where artists embrace the digital
form and create something that simply couldn’t exist IRL. We’re
ready to have our digital minds blown.

JEWEL BOX GRANTS
We’re partnering up once again with Jewel Box Performances to
provide a tailored program of support for artists who identify as
Indigenous, Black or people of colour. The Jewel Box grants not
only commission original works to be presented at the Festival,
but offer bespoke marketing support for each recipient, too.
Our 2021 Jewel Box grant recipients are Thomas Fonua, Melody
Shotade and Malith Wijayawardhana.

CASH FOR CREATIVES AND RALPH MCLEAN MICROGRANTS
These two pools of funding provide sweet no-strings-attached cash
to artists. The Cash for Creatives seed funding, shelled out in $500,
$1,000, $1,500 and $2,000 morsels, helps to get a whole suite of
new event ideas moving ahead. Our Ralph Mclean Microgrants help
artists from our communities of focus, or who are facing financial
disadvantage, launch past the barriers society has placed that
might have prevented them from participating in the Festival.
Cash for Creatives is supported by the Australian
Government RISE Fund. Ralph Mclean Microgrants is
supported by significant gifts from a Friend of Fringe
and the Persephone Foundation.

Our 2021 Digital Discovery Commission recipients are Djovan Caro
and Vidya Rajan.

FESTIVALS MORELAND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Our incredible friends at Moreland City Council have developed a
brand-new commission for three lucky artists living and/or working in
the Moreland municipality. The commission, including up to $5,000
went towards artist fees for the development of a compelling new
participatory or live artwork at the 2021 Melbourne Fringe Festival.
The 2021 Festivals Moreland recipients are Katrina Gaskell, Rebecca
Jensen & Sarah Aiken (Deep Soulful Sweats) and Laura Trenerry.

MONASH MICROGRANTS
Current Monash students are eligible for a Festival registration
fee waiver as part of our partnership with Monash University’s
Sir Zelman Cowen School of Music and Performance. Valued at
$430 for a season of work in 2021, these ten microgrants cover
inclusion in the Festival program, support from our artist services
and accessibility teams, and artist development opportunities
throughout the year.

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

• Brodie Murray supported by Craig Semple
• Chi-Uh Neylon supported by Dr Jenepher Martin
• Lyall Brooks supported by Christopher Reed, Rosemary Walls
and Pinky Watson (presenting in 2022).
• Maya Kjellstrand supported by Dr Jenepher Martin
• Benjamin Nichol supported by Pinky Watson and Rosemary Walls
• Piaera Lauritz supported by Rosemary Forbes and Ian Hocking
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Give us your money. Please.
WHEN YOU GIVE TO FRINGE, YOU HELP US GIVE ARTISTS A LEG UP.
Let us paint you a picture: the independent arts are like a human
pyramid, full of heads packed with ideas and bodies that take to
the stages. And there Fringe is at the bottom – providing a strong
platform for artists to make magic up above. But, as the saying
goes, money doesn’t grow on trees (or hide in the back of sofas,
no matter how many times we go hunting for it).

OK GREAT, GOOD ANALOGY. BUT WHERE WILL MY CASH ACTUALLY GO?
Thanks for asking.
You can choose where to make your gift including:
Support Artists: You’ll put cash directly in the pockets
of independent artists to make risky, bold, exciting art.
Be a legend – ensure artists get paid.

I’M SOLD. SO HOW DO I DONATE?
You can donate at melbournefringe.com.au and choose
which fund you wish to support, or leave it up to us to put
your money to its best use.
Alternatively, you can add a donation to your ticket purchase
and in-person at our Box Office. Or you can send us a cheque.
Or call us on the phone – (03) 9660 9600. Basically, we’re
happy to take your money however you want to give it.
All donations over $2 are fully tax deductible and come with a
smile and a serious case of the feel-goods. And if you can give
over $200, you’ll also get a fancy ‘Friend of Fringe’ title and
extra credit on our website and in this very guide next year.

Support Sustainability: You’ll (literally) keep the lights on now
and for the future, supporting core costs, keeping arts workers
employed and enabling us to develop independent artists.

melbournefringe.com.au

Support Access: Shout “art is for everyone” from the rooftops.
Your gift reduces barriers to artists taking part by covering
registration fees and making shows audience-accessible by
meeting the cost of Auslan interpreters and other access services.
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Donate now at
melbournefringe.com.au,
or via this QR code.
We, and our spectacular
artists, thank you. Xox

Image by Alexis Desaulniers-Lea.

Melbourne Fringe is a not-for-profit
organisation with a support team we love
as much as our mums. We couldn’t make the
Festival happen without our amazing donors,
so thanks. You’re the best, chuck out the rest.

Fringe Supporters
Maureen Wheeler AO and
Tony Wheeler AO

CREATOR
$10,000+
Canny Quine Foundation
Debbie Dadon AM
Jewel Box Performances
Phlyssa Koshland
Monica Lim and Konfir Kabo
James McCaughey
Craig Semple
Anonymous (1)

DISCOVERER
$5,000+
Sam and Monica Abrahams
Rosemary Forbes and
Ian Hocking
Dr Jenepher Martin
Persephone Foundation
Rupert Myer AO
Vallejo Gantner

EXPLORER
$2,500+
Sally Browne Fund, a sub-fund
of the Australian Communities
Foundation
David Hanrahan
Rosemary Walls
Pinky Watson
Anonymous (1)

INNOVATOR
$1,000+
John and Lorraine Bates
Jason Craig

Susanne Dahn, a giving fund
in the APS Foundation
Ron and Margaret Dobell
Foundation
Luke Exell
Natalie Hickey
Fiona McGauchie and
James Penlidis
Maggie Maguire OAM (of
MOGGS, a sub-fund of
Australian Communities
Foundation)
Filanthy Nalpantidis
Gideon Obarzanek
Promotix Pty Ltd
Christopher Reed
Anne Runhardt and
Glen Reindel
Jacky and Rupert Sherwood
Toby Sullivan
Peter Wetenhall and
Jo Horgan
Paul Wheelton AM KSJ
and Angela Wheelton
Anonymous (1)

RABBLEROUSER
$500+
Simon Bedford
Nicole Birrell
Chris Cheers
Alison Currie
Eloise Curry
Carolyn and Peter Creswell
Helen Donnard
Wesley Enoch AM
Liza Gelt
David Geoffrey Hall
Stephanie Hamilton
Damien Hodgkinson
Mike Hyde
Helen Kolawole
Karen Large

Sonia Lindsay
Heather Martin
Melissa McShane
Tye Norman
Kaylene O’Neill
Eddie Paterson
Ian Pidd and Sue Giles AM
Juanita Pope
Lucy Schnall
Sam Strong
Leonard Vary and Dr Matt
Collins AM QC

ACCOMPLICE
$200+
Dennis Altman AM
Sophie Bainbridge
Megan Batchelor
Nicole Beyer
Michelle Buxton
The Camm Family
Richard Chambers
Caroline Chesterfield
Melinda Clarke
Joseph Clifford
Linda Coombs
Denise Damianos
Helen and Matt Franzi
Laura Milke Garner
Wilma Giles-Corti
Rinske Ginsberg
Jock Given
Paul Gonzalez
Deb Green
Ian Greer
Emer Harrington
Jerry Hodgins
Toby Jeffs
Daniel Kilby
Clair Korobacz and Dan Koop
Robyn Lansdowne
Benjamin Lee
Daniel Leighton

To find out more about leaving a gift in your will, contact miranda@melbournefringe.com.au.

Pete Manasantivongs
Sam McMillan
Georgie Meyer
Jason Murphy
Sarah Neal
Tim Orton and Barb Dennis
Fiona Patten MP
Mark Pazolli
Danny Pearson MP
Julian Pocock
Andrea Proctor
Lynette Radovan
James Ralston
Bertha Rubin and Ron Elisha
Andrea Stahel
Tim Stitz and Petra Kalive
Kate Torney OAM
Liz and Kevin Walsh
Julia White
Claire Wilcock
Anonymous (2)

LEGACY
Thank you to Mark and Tamara
Boldiston for their generous
bequest to Melbourne Fringe.

FRINGE COMMUNITY
UP TO $200
We would also like to thank
all of our wonderful community
of donors that give so
generously. Thanks for your
ongoing support.
You’re all legends.

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

ADVENTURER
$100,000+
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NORTH

24 Moons
2 Arthurton Rd, Northcote

Brunswick Artists’ Bar
314-316 Sydney Rd, Brunswick

Fitzroy Town Hall
201 Napier St, Fitzroy

Schoolhouse Studios
81 Rupert St, Collingwood

303
303 High St, Northcote

Brunswick Mechanics Institute
270 Sydney Rd, Brunswick

Hare Hole (Hares & Hyenas)
63 Johnston St, Fitzroy

Some Velvet Morning
123 Queens Pde, Clifton Hill

5th Brunswick Scout Hall
213A Weston St, Brunswick East

BSIDE Gallery
1/121 Brunswick St, Fitzroy

La Mama Courthouse
349 Drummond St, Carlton

The Brunswick Green
313 Sydney Rd, Brunswick

7th Floor Hub
Shop 1, 499 Victoria St,
Brunswick West

CAFE GUMMO
711 High St, Thornbury

Long Play
318 St Georges Rd, North Fitzroy

The Dax Centre Gallery
30 Royal Pde, Parkville

Caz Reitops Dirty Secrets
80 Smith St, Collingwood

Maneki Neko Cat Rescue
120-126 Regent St, Preston

The Motley Bauhaus
118 Elgin St, Carlton

Church of All Nations, Carlton
180 Palmerston St, Carlton

Nighthawks
136 Johnston St, Collingwood

Coburg Court House
1A Main St, Coburg

Northcote Town Hall
189 High St, Northcote

The Provincial Hotel
Cnr Johnston & Brunswick Sts,
Fitzroy

Coburg RSL
323 Sydney Rd, Coburg

Ok-Topia
754R High St, Thornbury

Dancehouse
150 Princes St, Carlton North

Pontian Community of
Melbourne and Victoria
345 Victoria St, Brunswick

A Venue @ Circus Oz
35B Johnston St, Collingwood
Abbotsford Convent
1-3 St Heliers St, Abbotsford
Arts Project Australia
35 Johnston St, Collingwood
Bar Open
317 Brunswick St, Fitzroy
Base!
22 Allenby St, Coburg North
BIGBANG studio
1/177 Beavers Rd, Northcote

CENTRAL

ACMI
Federation Square,
Flinders St, Melbourne
ArtPlay
Birrarung Marr, Melbourne
Arts House
521 Queensberry St,
North Melbourne
Ballers Clubhouse
2 Coverlid Pl, Melbourne
Club Voltaire
14 Raglan St, North Melbourne
Comedy Republic
231 Bourke St, Melbourne
Donkey Wheel House
673 Bourke St, Melbourne

melbournefringe.com.au

Fad Gallery
14 Corrs Ln, Melbourne
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Fed Square (Skyline Terrace)
Car Park Level 3, Flinders &
Swanston Sts, Melbourne

SOUTH

Alex Theatre St Kilda
Lvl 1, 135 Fitzroy St, St Kilda

Feminista Vinyl
134 Nicholson St, Coburg

Festival Hub: Trades Hall
Cnr Lygon & Victoria Sts, Carlton

Queen Victoria Women’s Centre
210 Lonsdale St, Melbourne

Koorie Heritage Trust
Yarra Building, Fed Square

Queensbridge Square
3 Queensbridge St, Southbank

Loop Project Space & Bar
19-23 Meyers Pl, Melbourne

Sofitel Melbourne on Collins
25 Collins St, Melbourne

Malthouse Theatre
113 Sturt St, Southbank

Speakeasy HQ
522 Flinders St, Melbourne

Meat Market
3 Blackwood St, North
Melbourne

StoryVille
185 Lonsdale St, Melbourne

Metro Tunnel Hoardings
Trades Hall to Melbourne
City Baths, 420 Swanston St,
Melbourne
MKA | Pavilion
Fitzroy Gardens, East Melbourne
Museum of Chinese Australian
History (Chinese Museum)
22 Cohen Pl, Melbourne

Malvern Community
Arts Centre
29 Burke Rd, Malvern East

The Butterfly Club
5 Carson Pl, Melbourne
The Improv Conspiracy Theatre
Lvl 1, 19 Meyers Pl, Melbourne
The Toff in Town
252 Swanston St, Melbourne
The Wheeler Centre
176 Little Lonsdale St, Melbourne
TIC: Swanston
502/37 Swanston St, Melbourne

The Rubber Chicken
256 Moray St, South Melbourne

The Rainbow House Club
125 Smith St, Fitzroy
The Xhaust Pipe
9 Argyle St, Fitzroy
Vau d’vile
62-70 Johnston St, Fitzroy

EAST

Alexander Theatre
48 Exhibition Walk,
Monash University, Clayton
Bar Pigalle
48-50 Bridge Rd, Richmond
Palace of Magnificent
Experiences (POME)
267 Swan St, Richmond
Reunion Park
Cnr Yarra Blvd & Swan St,
Burnley

WEST

Bluestone Church Arts Space
8A Hyde St, Footscray
C&H Gallery
3/387 Old Geelong Rd,
Hoppers Crossing
Footscray Community
Arts Centre
45 Moreland St, Footscray
Wyndham Art Gallery
177 Watton St, Werribee
Yarraville Pop-up Park
Ballarat St, Yarraville

Prahran Square
Cato St, Prahran

The Space Dance
& Arts Centre
318 Chapel St, Prahran

Rovay Gallery
310 Richardson St, Middle Park

The White House
11 Princes St, St Kilda

Geelong Arts Centre
81 Ryrie St, Geelong

Gasworks Arts Park
21 Graham St, Albert Park

Temperance Hall
199 Napier St, South Melbourne

Theatre Works
14 Acland St, St Kilda

Norma Richardson Hall
15 Buckland St, Woodend

JMC Academy
171 Bank St, South Melbourne

The MC Showroom
Lvl 1, 48 Clifton St, Prahran

Tusk High Bar
67 Green St, Windsor

Linden New Art
26 Acland St, St Kilda

The Parlour
Grattan Gardens, Prahran

Victorian Pride Centre
79/81 Fitzroy St, St Kilda

Chapel Off Chapel
12 Little Chapel St, Prahran
David Williamson Theatre,
Melbourne Polytechnic
54 St John St, Prahran

REGIONAL

Melbourne Fringe could not exist without the
ongoing passion, skill, dedication and support
of the amazing humans that work with us.
We rely on them to put on one epic Festival, run a totally brilliant
venue year-round, and support artists 24/7 through our everexpanding suite of programs and initiatives. Thanks to all the
people who have helped to make it all happen, and sorry to your
partners, lovers, friends, children, pets, parents and neighbours
– thank you for sharing your loved ones with us.
A huge thank you to the hundreds of hard-working volunteers
who give up their time in the name of independent work, bold
ideas, brave art and one hell of a good party.

Melbourne Fringe Staff

Consultants

Creative Director & CEO – Simon Abrahams
Executive Assistant – Eden Cotter-Longworth

Bookkeeping – Sam Ryan (S.A.Y.S.O. Pty. Ltd.)
Branding & Creative Agency – Raft Studio
Registration System – Eventotron
Risk Management – Emily O’Brien
Ticketing – Red61
Uncle to Melbourne Fringe – Wesley Enoch AM
Website – efront and Design by Wolf

General Manager & Deputy CEO – Will Dawson
Business & Systems Manager – Lucy Pitt (to June 2021)
Business & Operations Manager – Louise Richardson
(from July 2021)
Venue Manager – Cal Gleeson
Access Advisor – Carly Findlay
Technical Manager – Rylan Beckinsale
Production Manager – Meredith Rehburg

MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT TEAM
Head of Development – Miranda Borman
Head of Marketing – Erin Muller
Communications and Engagement Manager – Caitlin McNaughton
Funding, Strategy and Evaluation Manager – Pauline Cady
Marketing Campaigns Manager – Michelle Tseng
Publicist and Copywriter – Adam Valentine
Ticketing Manager – Bella Hambling
Marketing Coordinator – Ethan Cavanagh
Development Coordinator – Ciaran Frame

PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS TEAM
Head of Programs & Projects – Danny Delahunty
Program Manager (Fringe Common Rooms) – Alexina Coad
Program Manager (Independent Arts) – Anna Nalpantidis
Producer (Major Projects) – Eilysh Toose
Producer (Festival Hub) – Matt Hirst
Program Coordinator (Club Fringe) – Tom Backhaus
Program Coordinator (Design Fringe) – Brigit Ryan
Program Coordinators (Deadly Fringe) – Kimberly Lovegrove
and Digby Mercer
Program Coordinator (Artists & Venues) – Ashleigh Morris
Artists & Venues Liaison – Simran Giria
Artist Services Assistant – Dan Giovannoni
Curator (Fringe Focus Taiwan) – Fred Chuang
A huge thank you to all the brilliant venue and festival staff, who
work tirelessly to keep the lights and mics on, build stages and
rigs in the strangest of places, manage queues, sell tickets and
keep artists and patrons fed and watered (let’s face it, mostly
watered) all year.

Board
Chair – Sam Strong
Deputy Chair – Stephanie Hamilton
Company Secretary – Juanita Pope
Treasurer – Rob Camm
Directors – Joel Bray, Alison Currie, Kirsty Ellem, Michael Hyde,
Sonia Lindsay, Rupert Sherwood
Fundraising and Advocacy Advisor – Maggie Maguire OAM

Thank you
Hadley Agrez, Nicole Beyer, Caroline Bowditch, Sarah Buckley,
Dan Clarke, Max Coffman, Bill Coleby, Holly Cooper, Jane Crawley,
Gorkem Acaroglu, Sonia Mehrmand and the Fair Play team at
Diversity Arts Australia, Tara Ellis, Eugenia Flynn, Madeleine Flynn,
David Gonzalez, Davydd Griffiths, David Geoffrey Hall, Mia Halse,
Luke Hilakari, Damien Hodgkinson, Christa Jonathan, Catherine
Jones, Jim Kenyon, Luke King, Gail Harradine and Tom Mosby
from Koorie Heritage Trust, Matt Kunkel, Stacey Lavender, Ben
Lee, Bruce McKaskill and Tim Wood from FIT Sponsorship, Jason
Marsiglia, Melbourne International Comedy Festival, Melbourne
Writers Festival, Katrina McKenzie, Candy Mitchell, Antony Moore,
Rupert Myer AO, Alice Nash, Naomi Nugraweni, Paris Paphitis,
Danny Pearson MP, David Pocock, Pooria a Sadr, Lexi Sekuless,
Louise Scott, Dana Segal and Bernard Ross from =mc consulting,
Harriet Shing MP, James Shuter, Jill Smith, Shona Barrett, Michelle
Moo, Allison O’Connell, David Perkins, Kate Rhodes and Kate
Torney from State Library Victoria, Tim Stitz, Claudia Subocz, Laila
Thaker, Jon Thjia, Zilla & Brook, and all of our Auslan interpreters.

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

BUSINESS AND OPERATIONS TEAM
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Major Government Partners

Major Sponsor

Government Partners

Indigenous Languages and Arts

International Government Partners

Local Government Partners

Supporting Partners

Philanthropic Partners

Program Partners

Production and Supply Partners

melbournefringe.com.au

A N A LV G R O U P C O M PA N Y
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F RO N T O F H O U S E P RO D U C T I O N S

Cultural Partners

Media Partners

Can’t get enough Fringe?
Visit us anytime at Fringe Common Rooms at Trades Hall
– Melbourne’s new home of independent arts, featuring live
performance, comedy, cabaret, residencies and much more.

We do functions!
Looking for a venue for your birthday? Your office end-ofyear do? Your dogs’ commitment ceremony? Come around
to our place.
Hit up the Fringe Common Rooms team and we’ll get
everything organised to help make your event the party
of the year.

Fringe Common Rooms
Trades Hall, Cnr Lygon & Victoria Sts
Carlton VIC 3053

Email the team at:
commonrooms@melbournefringe.com.au
for venue hire enquiries.

30 Sept – 17 Oct 2021

ARTS. GIGS.
PARTIES. EVENTS.
ALL WELCOME,
ALL YEAR ROUND.
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